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Amendments to the Claims; 

Thi$ listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A computer-implemented method comprising: 

determining in a processor whether data in a first portion of a register of the processor has 
been updated;^ 

if the data in the first portion of the register is updated, setting an indicator bit of an update 
indicator storage within a second portion of the register to indicate the updatc;,^id 

if the data in the first portion of the registe r has not been updated, refraining from 
transfening the contents of the register back to a memory, based on the indicator bit. 

Claim 2 (canceled) 

Claim 3 (cancel) 

Claims 4 - S (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): The method of claim 1 including assigning a single 
indicator bit as the indicator bit for a plurality of registers, the single indicator bit located in one 
of the plxirality of registers. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): An article comprising a m e dium storing machino roadoblo 
instructions instructions stored in a computer-readable memory that when executed enable a 
processor-based system to: 

detennine whether data in a register of a processor of the processor-based system has been 
updated; and 

if the data in the register is updated, set an indicator bit of an update indicator storage 
within the register to indicate the updat e: and 

refrain from transferring the contents of the register back to a memory if the data in the 
register has not been updated. 

Claim 8 (canceled) 
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Claim 9 (cancel) 
Claims 10-11 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (cuirently amended): The article of claim 7 fUrther storing instructions 
that enable the processor-based system to save the contents of a plurality of registers to [[a]] the 
memory if the indicator bit is set 

Claim 13 (cuirently amended): A processor comprising: 

a register; and 

a storage storing instructions executed by the processor to determine whether the register 
has been updated and if the register is updated, set an indicator bit within an update status storage 
within the registe r, and save the contents of the register to a memory . 

Claim 14 (canceled) 

Claim 15 (currently amended): The processor of claim 13 wherein said storage 
stores instructions that enable the processor to refiiain &om transfening the contents of the 
register back to [[a]] memory if the register has not been updated. 

Claim 16 (cancel) 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The processor of claim [[16]] 13 wherein said 
storage stores instnictions that enable the processor to save the register contents to Uie memory 
on a context change. 

Claim 18 (canceled) 

Claim 19 (previously presented): A system comprising: 
a processor having a register; 

a storage to store instnictions for execution by the system to determine whether the 
register has been updated and if the register has been updated, set an indicator bit within an 
update status storage within the register and to not transfer contents of &e register to a memoiy 
on a context change if the indicator bit is not set; 

the memoiy; and 

an interface coiq)led between said memory and said processor. 
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Claim 20 (canceled) 
Claim 21 (canceled) 

Claim 22 (previously presented): The system of claim 19 wherein said storage stores 
instructions that enable the processor to refrain from transferring the contents of the register back 
to the memory via the interface. 

Claim 23 (previously presented): The system of claim 19 wherein said storage stores 
instructions that enable the processor to determine whether the register has been updated and if 
so, save the contents of the register to the memoiy. 

Claim 24 (previously presented): The system of claim 19 wherein said storage stores 
instructions that enable the processor to save the register contents to the memory on the context 
change if the indictor bit is set. 

Claim 25 (canceled) 

Claim 26 (previously presented): The system of claim 19 including a control register 
to store said indicator bit and wherein said storage to store instructions and said control register 
are part of said processor. 

Claim 27 (canceled) 

Claim 28 (currently amended): The method of claim 1, fiirther con^rising not 
saving the register contents to [[a]] flie memoiy on a context change if the register has not been 
updated. 

Claim 29 (canceled) 

Claim 30 (canceled) 

Claim 31 (previously presented): The processor of claim 13, wherein said register 
comprises a control register. 

Claim 32 (canceled) 

Claim 33 (previously presented): The system of claim 19, wherein said register 
comprises a control register. 

Claim 34 (previously presented): The method of claim I , further comprising: 
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determining if a context switch occurs; and 

clearing the indicator bit Upon occinrence of the context switch^ then determining whether 
the first portion of the register has been updated. 

Claim 35 (currently amended): The method of claim [[3]] L further comprising 
reducing power consumption of a battery-operated device including the processor by refraining 
from transferring the register contents. 

Claim 36 (previously presented): The method of claim 1, wherein the register 
comprises a control register, and further comprising setting a main indicator bit of an update 
indicator storage within a second portion of a main register if a first portion of the main register 
is updated. 

Claim 37 (previously presented): The article of claim 7 further storing instructions 
that enable the processor-based system to: 

determine if a context switch occurs; and 

clear the indicator bit upon occurrence of the context switch, then determine whether the 
register has been updated. 

Claim 38 (previously presented): The article of claim 7, wherein the register 
comprises a control register^ and further comprising instructions that enable the processor-based 
system to set a main indicator bit of an update indicator storage within a main register if the main 
register is updated. 

Claim 39 (previously presented): The processor of claim 13, wherein the storage 
further stores instructions to: 

determine if a context switch occurs; and 

clear the indicator bit upon occuirence of the context switch, then determine whether the 
register has been updated. 

Claim 40 (previously presented): The processor of claim 13, wherein the register 
comprises a control register, and wherein the storage further stores instructions to set a main 
indicator bit of an iq[)date indicator storage within a main register if the main register is updated. 
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Claim 41 (previously presented): The processor of claim 16, wherein said storage 
stores instructions that enable the processor to save the contents of the register to the memory 
through an inter&ce coupled between the processor and the memory. 

Claim 42 (previously presented): The system of claim 19, wherein the system 
comprises a portable system to operate on batteiy power. 

Claim 43 (previously presented): The system of claim 42, wherein the system is to 
reduce power consumption by refraining from transferring Ifae register contents to the memory 
on the context switch based on the indicator bit 

Claim 44 (previously presented): The method of claim 6, further comprising setting 
the single indicator bit if the contents of any of the plurality of registers has been updated. 

Claim 45 (currently amended): The method of claim 44, fiirther conq)rising not 
transferring the contents of any of the plurality of registers to [[a]] fee memory if the single 
indicator bit has not been updated, otherwise transferring the contents of all of the plurality of 
registers to the memory. 
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